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fJuring 1938 to 1950, the Magnolia
Plantation also had a bush track
where races took place. The movie,
“Life on Magnolia Plantation,”
depicts races, betting and the
excitement of this activity.

This juke joint turned into a racetrack
on Sundays as people from all backgrounds
went to Bubba’s for an evening of horse
racing. Bubba Metoyer added the two-lane

~ bush track in the 1940’s. It was closed

 in 1971. Due to its location ;
this is sometimes referred
to as Melrose’s track.

BHLTHHZHR TRACK

This track was owned by the

Balthazar family for training

- their horses. The Balthazar's

- are known around the state and
nationally as horse trainers

- and jockeys. The track is said to /
be by the 24-mile ferry at the edge

~ of the river. \

The first sanctioned oval

track in Natchitoches
Parish was opened in 1969

~and closed sometime in

the 1970’s.

(Google_Maps)

- A July 27, 1922, newspaper clipping

repoxrts that Julia Chopin is constructing

~ a racetrack that is a sanded quarter mile

track at Derry Station. The track is open
for the public to enter their horses and
situated near the highway. The track is
accessible to those passing by.

(The Natchitoches Enterprise)

This dance hall was open from
the 1930’s until the early 1950’s
ost know it as a famous stop

ians but it also boasted its
own g\h tr‘sk and softball field.
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QR ERYEIIh M ichael raced at tracks across the_
including Clarence Downs_track and images
of his racing have been caught in action. While

he no longer races, he is ENIEYANENCTIRITEE-E-)
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Despiéﬁ - popularity of horse racing ig

sanction and regulated racing tracksERsda-Tehd:1s
mozre Qé@g;g;ig_ggmgete there rather than the ones

that were for JIEAMCURLIRLEMULURd. It was more
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